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In the following pages you will read the stories of six of our current and former 
residents. They have faced tremendous challenges in their lives, and have endured
physical and emotional suffering. Yet they are grateful and hopeful. Lucretia puts 
it like this, “Nothing in God’s world happens by mistake. Everything happens for a
reason.”

Like Lucretia, our residents are grateful for the opportunity to live in a place 
like Bonaventure House or The Harbor. They are grateful for the opportunity to 
rebuild their lives and gain skills that will enable them to live independently. 
They are grateful for being given another chance. They show their gratitude by 
embracing the painful process of transformation that is at the heart of 
Bonaventure House and The Harbor.

These are challenging days for agencies like Bonaventure House and The Harbor.
The government continues to cut funding to programs for men and women living
with HIV/AIDS, and we are forced to compete with other similar agencies for 
diminishing dollars. We are also challenged by the growing attitude that because
of medical advances HIV/AIDS is over. Well, here at Bonaventure House and 
The Harbor we know that it’s not over, and won’t be for a long time to come. It’s 
still a terminal disease that disproportionately affects the poor. The ministry that
we offer is needed more than ever.

“Nothing in God’s world happens by mistake. Everything happens for a reason.”
The reason Bonaventure House and The Harbor exist is to embody God’s love and
compassion for a group of people who desperately need it.

Despite the challenges we face, I continue to be grateful for this ministry, for our
wonderful residents, for our dedicated staff, for our Board, for our many volunteers,
for the Alexian Brothers, and for you.  Your generosity makes this ministry possible.
Your commitment affirms Lucretia’s insight that in God’s world nothing happens by
mistake.  Everything happens for a reason.  I invite to you read through this report.
Read the stories; look at all the names; examine the financials. When you read
through it you may conclude that we face many challenges, but I hope that you
also will conclude that, beyond the challenges, there is an awful lot to be grateful
for.

Thank you for your support and generosity. You are the reason we can continue the
important work that we do.

Sincerely,

Bart Winters
Chief Executive Officer

“Nothing in God’s world happens by mistake. Everything happens for a reason.”
Lucretia,

former resident,
Bonaventure House



ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY OF BONAVENTURE HOUSE

In the l980’s, AIDS was a new disease that sparked a fire of controversy, fear, and
confusion. The world simply didn’t know how to respond to what was then seen 
as a “gay” disease. As a result, many of the people with AIDS found themselves
sick, without proper healthcare, abandoned by friends and relatives, and unable 
to work or afford housing. Because of this, the Alexian Brothers made the issue of
comprehensive AIDS housing a top priority.

At first, the Brothers simply took people who were dying in the streets into their
personal residences to care for them. Later, with the support of the late Cardinal
Bernadin, numerous charities and the Chicago philanthropic community, the 
Brothers were able to acquire and renovate a vacant convent – the future home 
of Bonaventure House. After months of preparation and renovation, the first 
residents moved into the residence in March of l989. Named after the founder of
the American Province, Brother Bonaventure Thelen, the residence was neither a
hospital nor hospice. It was a home for men and women with AIDS and a resource
center that provided counseling, case management, spiritual guidance, and an
array of supportive services.

Nearly a decade later, Bonaventure House opened another residence, The Harbor,
in Lake County. Today, many things make Bonaventure House unique in the arena
of AIDS Housing. A highly seasoned and credentialed staff, more than 18 years 
of experience in HIV/AIDS housing, an organizational mission and culture that 
stem from the Alexian Brothers’ values, a history of partnering with the community
and other agencies, and a reputation for quality programming are all general 
characteristics that differentiate Bonaventure House from other like agencies. More
specifically though, Bonaventure House is the:

• Only state licensed and funded recovery home for people with HIV/AIDS 
in Illinois

• Only AIDS housing program in rapidly growing Lake County

• Only HIV/AIDS housing residence that officially addressed mind, body, and 
spirit in its programming and ensures a strong, vibrant Spiritual Care Program.

• Only transitional housing program for people with HIV/AIDS in Chicago’s 
Lakeview neighborhood

• Only HIV/AIDS housing program that employs a full-time occupational 
therapist

organizational
history of
bonaventure house

Founder of the American Province, 
Brother Bonaventure Thelen

Brother Felix Bettendorf



Board of Trustees 

Brother Richard Dube, C.F.A.
Provincial

Brother Daniel McCormick, C.F.A.
President, Alexian Brothers AIDS Ministry

John D. Glover
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Jane Ames, CPA
Treasurer, Board of Trustees

Bart Winters
Chief Executive Officer

Reverend Dr. Thomas E. Barth Brother Lawrence Krueger, C.F.A.
Brother Felix Bettendorf, C.F.A. Frank A. Meccia
Brent Braveman, Ph.D. Susanne Mentzer
Charles R.  Brown Dr. Lisa Russell, M.D.
Margaret K. Crane Gordon Schweigerdt
Christine Davis Geoff Sherman
Julie Geils Father Daniel R. Steiner
Katherine Hatter Anthony Violanti
Carla Knorowski, Ph.D.

Honorary Members
Board of Trustees

Governor Rod Blagojevich Dr. J. L. Nicolosi
Mayor Richard M. Daley U.S. Senator Barack Obama
Reverend Gregory Dell Most Reverend Joseph N. Perry
Bernie Dowling Joyce Sloane
Reverend Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M., Ed.D. Alderman Thomas Tunney
Sheila Hulseman
Very Reverend Archimandrite Demetri Kantzavelos

2006

2006

The Alexian Brothers AIDS Ministry
Lake County Advisory Council

George Aynilian

Reverend Dr. Thomas E. Barth

Katherine Hatter

Reverend Chuck Hutchcraft

Tim Ivy

Joan Lodesky

Leppy Spears

Senior Management Staff 2006

Bart Winters
Chief Executive Officer

Marty Hansen, M.S.W.
Director of Programs and Services

Jeffery Jones
Managing Director, The Harbor

Rufus Davis
Business Manager

Sharon A. Danhoff
Chief Development Officer
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A native of Jalisco region of Mexico, Francisco came to Bonaventure House
in February of 2006 when faced with the prospect of homelessness. In the
months since he has been a resident, he has proven to be a welcome addition
to the Bonaventure Community.

Because of his language skills, Francisco acts as a liaison of sorts for the Latino
community both within and outside of Bonaventure House. He often assists
people with locating housing and treatment options appropriate to their 
situations.

Francisco has been very active with respect to his attendance at HIV/AIDS 
support groups and conferences. In turn, he passes information along to his
peers, thereby furthering their understanding of the topic as well.

Most recently, Francisco has received a scholarship to attend a HIV conference
in Springfield. As for the future, Francisco is concentrating his efforts to find
employment. A former executive chef, he hopes to return to his culinary roots
and grow within that field.

When asked to reflect about his time at Bonaventure House, Francisco 
indicated that he has gained stability, both emotional and physical. “Before 
I came here, my health was not good,  mostly because I was stressed out 
about where I was going to live. This place is wonderful. I feel like I have a big 
family now.”
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“Nothing in God’s world happens by mistake,” says Lucretia, a 4l-year-old 
former resident of Bonaventure House. “Everything happens for a reason.”

Lucretia is a woman who lives her life without regret. Prior to her arrival at
Bonaventure House, she had spent 20 years supporting a drug habit through
prostitution. She wouldn’t change a thing though, for her experience has made
her who she is today. “For every negative there’s always a positive.”

In her 18 months at Bonaventure House, Lucretia made significant changes 
in her life. In addition to enhancing her professional skills, she chaired, and 
continues to chair, Narcotics Anonymous and Prostitutes Anonymous meetings
at several area locations, including the Women’s Treatment Center. She works
part-time as a prevention counselor, sharing her experiences with at-risk youth.

In October of 2005 Lucretia married and she and her husband moved into an
apartment in fall of 2006 after Lucretia  completed the program.  

Reflecting on her time at Bonaventure House, Lucretia feels that she gained
dignity, respect for herself and an increased sense of independence. She met
wonderful people and truly found her identity. “Most of all,” she says, “I learned
how to live with myself.”

lucretia’s story
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”Once you reach a point in life when it’s time to change, it’s up to you to make
that decision,” explained Marshall, a 43-year-old resident of Bonaventure
House. “Two years ago, I saw a photograph of myself, lying on the ground as
if I were dead. I knew I had to make a change.” 

Adolescence was not easy for Marshall. By the age of 13, he was regularly
running the streets and drinking. Over the course of the next 30 years, Marshall
bounced between correctional facilities and living on the streets. 

Shortly after seeing that photograph of himself, Marshall came across a flyer 
for a program that offered the opportunity for a new beginning. This would 
ultimately be the springboard to his residence at Bonaventure House.  

Now, months after his arrival at Bonaventure House, Marshall has made great
strides toward improving the quality of his life. In addition to his part-time 
position as Maintenance Assistant, he attends five to six recovery meetings
each week. He sits on the boards of the Community Advisory Board, as well as
the Asian Human Service and African Refugee Project. Marshall serves as the
chairman of Positive Progress meeting at Test Positive Awareness Network
(TPAN), as well as the In the Light meeting at Bonaventure  House. Through
CarePoint, he does service work at Truman College and is a member of the
IOTA program.

As for the future, Marshall hopes to become a community health activist.
Marshall explained that “it’s great to get the opportunity to live on the other
side of the street for a change.”

marshall’s story
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Ann Sather Restaurant
Anonymous
The Bagel Restaurant 

and Deli
Ballet Chicago
Ms. Rachel Barton Pine
Ann M. Batenburg
Bode
Charlie Brown
Reverend Sandra Castillo
Celtic Marketing
Eladia Chavez
Chicago a cappella
Chicago Gay Mens’ Chorus
Chicago Human Rhythm 

Project
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Margaret K. Crane
Creticos Cancer Center
Jean Cytacki
Sharon A. Danhoff
Daughters of Charity
Michael DeBerry
Decker Legge Kemp 

Architecture
Bernie Dowling
Craig Dresang and 

Joe Drozd
First Congregational 
United Church of Christ
John Floyd
John F. Garde
Amanda Geils
Julie Geils
Gary J. Gerdes

Glenn Art Inc.
John Glover
Greg Christian Catering
Donald H. Haider
Katherine Hatter
Hazelden BookAid
Hedwig Dances
Holy Name Cathedral
Sam and Jane Hong
Judy Horak
Veronica Horak
Hubbard Street II
Susan Humphrey
IMMC
Don Keenan
Merrill C. Kenna
Carla Knorowski, Ph.D.
Jessica Koplos
Joe and Jody Liddy
Dan and Joan Lodesky
Frank A. Meccia
Susanne Mentzer
Merle's Coffee Shoppe
Mexican Fine Arts Museum
Steve and Carol Niemi
Hilary Nitka
Old Elm Club
Quickservice Textiles
Karen Rulo
Dr. Lisa Russell, M.D.
Don Schneider
Robert Schuller
Scot Solomon
St. Alexius Medical Center 

Spirit Committee
St. Bonaventure Parish
St. Peters Church
St. Sabina Church
Frank Swiderski
Joyce Towner

TPAN
Vandenberg Ambulance
Anunciacion F. Walber
Norm Woodel
Working Bikes, Inc.
Memorial Gifts
Jay Blumenfeld
John S. Bolton
John C. and Theresa E. 

Dove
Richard J. Dunne
Dennis Kecso
Lois Luongo
Richard Peters
William B. and Kathleen A. 

Riordan
Carolyn D. Wallace
Barry G. Webster
Edward J. and Alice M. 

Wicherek
Volunteers
Actors Gymnasium
Paula Addington
Jane Ames
Amy & Freddy
Jon Ackerson
Victor Alexander
Rick Aiello
Michael Applebaum
Amy Armstrong
David Ashby
Terry Ayers
Ballet Chicago
BAM!
Glen Barker
Rachel Barton Pine
Jan Bartoszek
Chad Baus
James Bautista
Brad Berlage

At age 11, following her mother’s death, Kim began to drink. By the time she
was in her mid-twenties, her alcohol abuse had become a daily occurrence and,
ultimately, cost her job, her friends, her livelihood.

Diagnosed with HIV in 2003, Kim immediately went into denial with respect to
her status. “The tears wouldn’t come,” she explained. “I was mad at the world.”
Instead of coping with her diagnosis, Kim turned to alcohol.

Two years following her diagnosis, Kim voluntarily entered a 60-day treatment
center, but was resistant to the program. “One day, a counselor pointed to 
the cemetery outside and told me that was the path that I was headed down if
I didn’t deal with my problems,” Kim explained. “He asked me if I wanted 
to live, or if I wanted to die. I chose to live.”

Kim came to Bonaventure House late in 2005 and, has since worked diligently
to rebuild her life. “My time here has given me the freedom to work on 
my future,” Kim explains. “I don’t have to worry about anything here, so I can
focus on myself.”

Kim is currently attending classes at Truman College working toward a degree
in business. She has made the honor roll, receiving 2 A’s and a B. She also 
facilitates a women’s group at CWAP and is an active participant in the 
programs offered at Bonaventure House.

“What I want people to understand most is that being HIV positive isn’t 
the end of the world,” Kim says, “I am still living.  Every day my foundation 
becomes larger and stronger.”

kim’s story



David Biele
Jim Birren
Wayne Bittner
Celeste Black
Patricia Blair 
Paul Blievernicht
Eric Boberg
Steve Bohannan
Bob Bondlow
Joey Boukhira
Andreas Bottcher
Julie Nakagawa Bottcher
Bill Bordonaro
Joey Boukhira
Brent Braveman, Ph.D.
Andrew Brawley
Michael Brieschke
Harold Brock
Charlie Brown
Marty Brown
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Sean Burke
Kristie Burris
Ottavio Canestrelli
William Cannon
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Matt Carty
Leedell Carter
Rafael Castro
Zada Cheeks
Mei-Kuang Chen
Chicago a cappella
Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus
Karin Ould Chih
Nate Chongsiriwatana
Diana Cisneros
Mary Claiborne
Elizabeth Cleveland
Shawn G. Cobbs

Ashlyn Coffee
Gerald Cole
Amy Conn
Jason Cooper
Joel Cooper
Scott Cooper
Phil Cooper
Margaret K. Crane
Eric Crawford
Juan Carlos Cruz
Arnie Cuarenta
Ignacio Cuevas
Brian Cunningham
Michael Curran
Sharon A. Danhoff
Robert Dargel
Rufus Davis
Brian Dove
Eron Dupree
Scott Dankert
Craig Dannenbrink
Justin Deschamps
Rommel DeGuzman
David Dempsey
Seth Dibblee
Dudley Diehl
Daniel Duell 
Mara Dukor 
Mike Dunghe
Tim Edwards
Michael Elder
Lucia Elledge
Matthew Ellenwood
Keith Elliot
Scott Enerson
Tim England
Kellie Eppenheimer
Alissa Eugeni
Charlie Euston
Jordan Everett

Owen Faloona
Edwars Farnham
Bill Farrand
Brian Feller
Fran Feeley
Ashley Ferguson
James Flores
Janneke Fowers
Wes Fowler
Tim Gallagher
Kiel Galland
Nomin Gankhuyak
Julie Geils
Alan Giuliani
Steve Geiermann
Jerry Glover
John D. Glover
Keith Goad
Matt Greenberg
Elizabeth Grizzell
Jason Guggisberg
Maray Guiterrez
Tony Halford
Marty Hansen
Brian Ham
Tom Harding
Bruce Harlow
Hedwig Dances
Kevin Heffernan
Jason Helsdon
Bill Helton
Claire Henley
Elizabeth Hennessey
Peter Hillsman, Peter
Jeremy Hilborn
Lauren Hirte
Lee Hollis
Keith Holmes
Matt Honaberger
Hubbard Street II

Andrew HunzekerHesed
Dharwesh Ishagat
Rachel Jambois
Val Jambois
Juan Johann, 
Padraig Johnston
Aaron Johnson
Marisa Joseph
Phillip Joseph
Kathryn Kamp
Eric Karas
Kevin Karl
Joanna Keena
Scott Kellner
Sean Kendig
De-Anthony King
Davis Kinnard
Karl Kimpo
Natalie Knight
Danny Kopelson
Ryan Koshar
Tony Kreider
Alfred Lai
Mitch Laks
Chuck Lambert
Bill Larkin
Carlos Larralde
Stephen Lev
Reuben Lewy
Bill Lockard
Justin Lombardo
David Long
Paul Lopez
Paul Lorensen
George Luebking
Andrew Mackzum
Marcus Maichle
Tim Malenock
Rick Marzec
Brian Mardis

Late in Summer of 2004, Richard woke up to find that he had been sleeping on
the grass in Lincoln Park.  Having nowhere to go, he realized that it was time to
make a change.

Growing up in Southern Indiana, Richard became involved in drugs in his
teenage years while working in the food service industry. Largely because 
he had  a steady income, Richard left high school prior to receiving his diploma.

Several years later, Richard moved to Chicago to further his career in food 
service management. Despite his involvement in crystal meth, he managed 
to secure a position as a corporate trainer for a large, nation-wide restaurant
chain. Eventually, however, his addiction proved overwhelming and his career
disintegrated.  

Subsequently, Richard learned he was HIV positive. Upon hearing the news, 
his live-in partner threw him out of the house, leaving Richard homeless. 
With nowhere else to turn, Richard entered a 28-day treatment program. 
Ultimately, this would be the spring-board to his stay at Bonaventure House.

Since his arrival, in February of 2006, Richard has proven to be a valuable asset
to the Bonaventure House community. In addition to attending recovery and
HIV support groups, he volunteers at Vital Bridges and is taking classes toward
earning his G.E.D.

“I feel like I’m at the beginning of the beginning” Richard explained when
asked to reflect upon his time at Bonaventure House, “the start of an adventure,
learning a new way to live.” As for the future, Richard is not sure and is hoping
that through attending classes, he will gain a better sense of direction for 
himself.

“This is an incredibly supportive environment,” Richard noted. “It really starts
to feel like home. This is going to be a hard place to leave.”

richard’s story



Greg Marquis
Jessica Mariner
Vicky Mariner
John Masura
Steve Maxey
Michael McGraw
Sean McGrellis
Patrick McGuire
Kirsty Mackellar
Kevin Murnane
Ed McNichols
Frank A. Meccia
James Meiss
Susanne Mentzer
David Mesirow
Mark Mikula
Trevor Mitchell
Jonathan Miller
Dennis Moffitt
Whitney Moncrief
Reed Montague
George Montalbano
Reed Montague
Michael Mulholland
Kevin Murnane
Tom Myles
Joan Newell
Travis Nesbitt
Faron Niles
Kathy Niekrasz
Mark Niekrasz
Beau Nolen
Scott O’Brien
Jeff Olson
John Olson
Larry Olson
Philip John Orsano
David Ort
Jason Ott
Yashuro Oura

Brad Peters
Eric Pfleider
Jeff Port
Owen Priest
Alicia Pugh
Ken Puttbach
Paul Quackenbush
Elizabeth Quander
Iko Quraisin
Luis Oscar Ramos
Bernice Rayner
Scott Richmond
Michael Roman
Lisa Russell, M.D.
Richard Sabel
Adolfo Santos
Gary Scanlon
Jim Schmeltzer
Ron Schnorbus
Susan Schober
David Schuringa
Martin Shaver
Paul Shoun
Elizabeth Shy
Cesar Simeon
Perry Simmons
Patrick Sinozich
Georg Smart
Erin Smith
Lela Smith
Dale Smithey
Will Snodgrass
Rachel  Spitz-Lieberman
Matthew Staman
Abby Stewart
Zayda Stewart
Tim Stewart-Winter
Jake Stigers
Rob Stone
Ron Stoczynski

St. Sabina Church
Robin Stupay
Kevin Swerdlow
Kyle Terry
Rebecca Thode
Keith Timmons
Matther Toles
Jessice Tong
Ricard Torres
Shawn Toth
Joyce Towner
Isaac Trabert
Rachel Turner
Tiffany Van
Rudy Van Kampen
Bob Van Riemsdyk
Donna Micelle Vaughn
Jonathon Verge
Brandon Vejse
JD Vincent
Dan Walsh
Gary Ward
Megan Warren
Brian Wasang
Bradley Waters
Zachary Watts
Will White
Bart Winters
Rick Welch
Steve Williamson

“I’m not scared anymore” Linda never had the opportunity to know her mother.
She died when she was only eight months old. Linda’s father struggled with al-
coholism so, ultimately, she ended up spending her childhood living 
with her grandmother.

Frequent visits with her father and his other children led Linda to begin drink-
ing at the age of twelve. Her drinking increased throughout her teenage years
to the point that she was hospitalized three times in her early twenties for 
alcohol poisoning.

At age 32, when Linda’s doctor informed her that her drinking was killing her,
she began to smoke crack cocaine instead. Her dependence on drugs would
continue for the next twelve years and would become dramatically more 
intense upon learning her HIV status in 2002.

In January of 2003, at age 44, Linda had had enough. “I got tired of being
tired,” she explained. She asked her daughter to help her and the next 
morning Linda checked into a 28-day treatment program. After completing 
that program, Linda entered First Step, a temporary recovery home. Less than
a year later, she had taken up residence at Bonaventure House.

“It was great,” Linda explained when asked to describe her time at 
Bonaventure House. “I got along so well with everyone that I didn’t want to
leave.  I was scared to be on my own.”

After two years at Bonaventure House, however, Linda was on her own. 
She graduated to independent living in December of 2006 and now lives in a
studio apartment and has a job working the front desk at Bonaventure House.
She is currently taking classes toward earning her G.E.D. 

“It’s great,” Linda said.  “I have an apartment and a job. I see my family a lot 
and my friends. I had three of my grandchildren over just the other day. I’m 
not scared anymore.”

linda’s story



ALEXIAN BROTHERS BONAVENTURE HOUSE
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

December 31, 2006

ASSETS

Current Assets:
Cash ....................................................................................................................................................................................$ 154,564

Receivables:
Grants and Pledges............................................................................................................................................................ 129,002
Other .................................................................................................................................................................................. 1,125

Prepaid expenses and other ................................................................................................................................................ 17,410

Total current Assets ...................................................................................................................................................... 302,101

Property and equipment ,Net .............................................................................................................................................. 900,844
Investments............................................................................................................................................................................ 348,696

Total Assets ............................................................................................................................................................................$ 1,551,641

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses........................................................................................................................$ 191,008 
Note payable, other .......................................................................................................................................................... -

Total current liabilities .................................................................................................................................................. 191,008 

Note payable to Alexian Brothers of America ,Inc ............................................................................................................ 300,000
Note payable, other .............................................................................................................................................................. 50,000
Other ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,163

Total liabilities .............................................................................................................................................................. 546,171

Net Assets:
Unrestricted:

Board designated............................................................................................................................................................ 218,495
Undesignated .................................................................................................................................................................. 665,445

Total unrestricted.......................................................................................................................................................... 883,940

Temporarily restricted .......................................................................................................................................................... 69,030
Permanently restricted.......................................................................................................................................................... 52,500

Total net assets ............................................................................................................................................................ 1,005,470

Total liabilities and net assets ..............................................................................................................................................$ 1,551,641

ALEXIAN BROTHERS BONAVENTURE HOUSE
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Year ended December 31, 2006

Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently Total
restricted restricted

REVENUE AND OTHER SUPPORT:

Contributions $   363,447 $   31,400 - $    394,847
Contributed services and facilities 243,200 - - 243,200
Grants:

Federal Sources 790,134 - - 790,134
Other 111,179 - - 111,179

Social Service Fees 63,752 - - 63,752
Investment Income 15,125 5,946 - 21,071
Loss on disposal of property and equipment - - - -
Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of purpose restrictions 106,933 (106,933) - -

Total revenue and other support 1,693,770 (69,587) - 1,624,183

EXPENSES:

Program services – AIDS Housing 1,371,814 - - 1,371,814

Support services:
Management and general 212,310 - - 212,310
Fundraising 377,172 - - 377,172

Total support services 589,482 - - 589,482

Total expenses 1,961,296 - - 1,961,296

Excess (deficiency) of revenue and other support over expenses (267,526) (69,587) - (337,113)
Other changes in net assets:

Net unrealized gains on investments 10,012 - - 10,012

Increase (decrease) in net assets before forgiveness of debt (257,514) (69,587) - (327,101)
Forgiveness of debt

Increase (decrease) in net assets (257,514) (69,587) - (327,101)

NET ASSETS:

Beginning of year 1,141,454 138,617 52,500 1,332,571

End of year $   883,940 $   69,030 $   52,500 $ 1,005,470
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programs & services 2006
EMPOWERING RESIDENTS… 
CELEBRATING LIFE

This year at Alexian Brothers Bonaventure House has
witnessed the dramatic growth of initiatives led by 
residents – complementing excellence in staff delivery
of core program services in case management, occupa-
tional therapy, recovery and spiritual care.   

With an improved intake screening process that allows
staff to admit more residents who may benefit most 
from its program, the residents have developed their
own therapeutic community in which they offer each
other the personal support and encouragement needed
to build and maintain clean, sober, and productive lives.

• A highlight of the recovery program has been the creation
of the Recovery Committee, led by residents. The com-
mittee plans fund raisers, socials, speak-a-thons and 
group outings, and presents awards to residents cele-
brating clean time anniversaries and other achievements.
The theme for the recovery program this year has been
“Celebration of Life.”

• Case management continues to incorporate preven-
tion case management into its services in collabora-
tion with Chicago House and the “Be Aware Be Alive”
project. The new after care program features a pro-
gram alumnus returning to speak with current resi-
dents every week to discuss life after Bonaventure
House. Current residents preparing to move on to 
life in the community are able to gain from the insights
and experiences of those who have completed the
Bonaventure House program.

• Occupational therapy has focused, among other
areas, on computer and internet skills – allowing resi-
dents to participate in on-line support groups, job

searches, distance education opportunities, and 
accessing health and benefit information. These 
skills have strengthened residents’ ability to utilize 
resources for independent living. Numerous “resident
trainees” are also employed in the facilities, food 
service, and front desk operations of Bonaventure
House. This work experience helps prepare residents
for employment after their graduation from the pro-
gram. Additionally, numerous residents are active 
serving with other non-profits as mentors and peer 
educators.

• The spiritual care program has offered residents
chapel services, a retreat, times for prayer and 
meditation, and a variety of religious and spiritual 
discussion groups, as well as opportunities to speak
one-on-one with spiritual care counselors. 

• The property and facilities management department
has completed most aspects of a major capital im-
provement initiative that has updated alarm, electrical
and fire safety systems, plumbing, heating/air condi-
tioning and windows. More improvements are planned
for next year.

• Food services has benefited residents with its focus 
on nutrition education and healthier diets.

• Student interns and volunteers in most program areas
have increased Bonaventure House’s capacity to offer
a wider range of quality resident services. They have
included massage therapy, pastoral/spiritual care, 
occupational therapy, and front desk and food 
services.

• Bonaventure House at The Harbor in Waukegan real-
ized a great achievement - receiving its recovery home
license from the State of Illinois Division of Alcoholism
and Substance Abuse this year. 




